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METHODOLOGY
Sampling Universe: Adults 18+

Methodology: Telephone interviewing

Sample size: n=1,006

Field dates: 20 November – 3 December 2013

Research agency: Ipsos

Commissioning party: HK United Against Illicit Tobacco*

*THIS RESEARCH IS SUPPORTED BY PHILIP MORRIS ASIA LIMITED
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AN OVERWHELMING NUMBER SEE BLACK MARKET CIGARETTES AS A PROBLEM FOR HONG KONG

Q:  Do you believe Hong Kong has a problem with black market cigarettes, that is to say cigarettes that are counterfeit or smuggled in from other countries?

Problem of Black Market Cigarettes

Yes

No

Don’t know

10% 
10% 

80% 
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LARGE MAJORITIES SEE ILLEGAL TOBACCO AS EASILY ACCESSIBLE TO ALL

How easy do you believe it is for adults to access illegal tobacco products? How easy do you believe it is for children under 18 to access illegal tobacco products?

Q:  How easy do you believe it is for adults to access illegal tobacco products? Q:  How easy do you believe it is for children under 18 to access illegal tobacco products?

Easy Difficult Unsure

79%

47%

32% 12%
2%

10% 9%

Easy Difficult Unsure

70%

45%

25%

21%

17%
9%

Fairly easy

Very easy 

Fairly difficult

Very difficult

Unsure

4%
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THE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF BLACK MARKET TRADE ARE WIDELY UNDERSTOOD

Q:  Still thinking about smoking and tobacco issues, do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

Consequences of Black Market Trade - Agreement

Strongly agree Somewhat agree

BLACK MARKET CIGARETTES LEAD TO AN INCREASE
IN CROSS-BORDER PARALLEL TRADER ACTIVITIES

BLACK MARKET CIGARETTES CONTRIBUTE TO YOUTH SMOKING
DUE TO LOWER PRICES AND EASY ACCESS TO BUY CIGARETTES

WITHOUT ANY AGE VERIFICATION

BLACK MARKET CIGARETTES HURT LEGITIMATE
RETAILERS WHO WORK HARD AND PLAY BY THE RULES

ORGANIZED CRIMINAL NETWORKS USE THE PROFITS
FROM ILLEGAL OR BLACK MARKET TOBACCO SALES

TO FUND OTHER SERIOUS CRIME

BLACK MARKET CIGARETTES LEAD
TO AN INCREASE IN CRIMINAL ACTIVITY

BLACK MARKET CIGARETTES LEAD TO A
SIGNIFICANT LOSS OF GOVERNMENT

TAX REVENUE TO THE BLACK MARKET

36%

37%

28%

31%

27%

26%

31%

27%

35%

31%

30%

25%

67%

64%

63%

62%

57%

51% 
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NEARLY NINE-IN-TEN BELIEVE THE GOVERNMENT  
SHOULD FOCUS MORE ON COMBATING ILLEGAL TOBACCO TRADE

THIS RESEARCH IS SUPPORTED BY PHILIP MORRIS ASIA LIMITED

Q:  Do you think the government should be taking more action to tackle the issue of illicit tobacco trade?

More Government Action on Illegal Tobacco Trade

39% 

48% 

87% 

11% 

9% 

2% 2% 

Belief that the government should be doing more 

on illegal trade increases to:

90% among engaged citizens

91% among those middle aged (45-64)

Yes - definitely Yes No No - definitely not Unsure


